40             THE CUCKOO CLOCK
know if her aunts were aware of the cuckoo's
return, could restrain herself no longer.
" Aunt Grifcfcci/' she said, *4 isn't the cuckoo
all right again ? "
" Yes, my clear, I am delighted to say it is/*
replied Miss Grizzel.
"Did you get it put right, Aunt Grhszel?1*
inquired Griselda, slyly,
" Little girls should not ask so many ques-
tions/1 replied Miss Griz/i1! mysteriously. " It
is all right again, and that is enough. During
fifty years that cuckoo has never, till yesterday,
missed an hour. If you, in your sphere, my
dear, do as well during fifty years, you won't
have done badly/'
" No, indeed, you won't have done badly/'
repeated Miss Tahitha,
But though the two old ladies thus tried to
improve the occasion by a little lecturing,
Griselda could see that at the bottom of their
hearts they were both so happy that, even if she
had been very naughty indeed, they could hardly
have made up their minds to scold her.
She was not at all inclined to be naughty this
day. She had something to think about and look
forward to, which made her quite a different